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Division of General Genetics, University of Oslo, PO Box 1031 Blindern, N-0315 Oslo 3 and 1 Apothekernes Laboratorium, A.S., Harbitzalleen 3, N-0275 Oslo 2, Norway Submitted April 30, 1990 Most strategies for mRNA isolation involve as a first step isolation of total RNA and as a second step selection of poly A + RNA by affinity chromatography on oligo dT cellulose columns. Here we report a novel method which allows isolation of poly A + RNA directly from crude plant tissue without first preparing total RNA or any other purification steps. The method is based upon the addition of magnetic monosized microspheres with covalently attached oligo (dT)^ residues directly to the crude lysate. Using this method poly A+ RNA can be prepared successfully from several tissues from barley (Hordeum vulgare) such as embryo, aleurone, seedlings, roots and leaves. The RNA prepared with this method can be used without further purification for Northern hybridization ( * To whom correspondence should be addressed
